
 

 

St. John’s United Methodist Church  
Love, Grow, Serve, Share 

S E P T E M B E R  2 0 1 4   

Pastor Tom Fuller  
St. John’s UMC 

6611 Proctor Rd. 
Sarasota, FL 34241 

941-925-2661 

stjohns-
sarasota.com 

Sunday Schedule 

 

Traditional Services 
8:00 & 11:00 a.m. 

Contemporary  
Service - 9:30 a.m. 
Children’s Sunday 
School 9:30 a.m.   

Nursery 9:30 & 
11:00 a.m. 

Wednesday’s Are Back! 

New Saturday Night Service 

Pioneer Clubs  
Kids Pre K - 6th grade  
Wednesdays, Starts September 3, 
5:30 p.m.-7:30 p.m., Lobby 

Parents:  We will have the sign-up sheet 
for you to schedule your parent helper 
night.  We are asking for just 2 hours of 
your time!  It makes such a difference 

with our teachers, kitchen crew and 
kids!  So be sure to sign up! Come help 
out, get a free dinner and meet all the 

kids that love coming to St. Johns!  

Drop off in lobby at 5:30 p.m. 
sharp!   
$2.00/dinner 
Pick up at 7:30 p.m. 
Must wear sneakers for gym time. 
Cost:  $25.00/year Register online 
or at the check in table. 
Contact Trish Commer, Children’s 
Director, at 941-374-0977 if you 
have any questions. 

Youth Group Wednesday Night   
Wednesday, Starts September 3, 
5:30 p.m., Youth Room 
We hope you all had a great summer and 

we are ready to dig in to another great 
season. Be sure to join us ever Wednes-

day night and bring a friend. Contact Rob 
Bullerdick with any questions at 941-724-
1769.  

Adult Bible Study 
Wednesday, September 3, 6:30 
p.m., Room 106 
Pastor Tom will be kicking off our fall 

season! Join us as we dig in to God's 
exciting word. We will meet every 
Wednesday evening. All adults welcome. 
Be sure to invite a friend who may be 
busy on Sunday's, they will be blessed.  

Ladies Bible Study 

Wednesdays, 10:00 a.m., Parlor 
Ladies come join us every Wednesday 
morning as we dig deeper into God's 

word and have great discussion. We 
will be reading “Bad Girls of the Bible” 
Please contact Tristan Gurr for more 
details at 941-961-0099. 

 

Wednesday Prayer & Communion  

Service 

Wednesdays, 11:00 a.m., Sanctuary 
Please contact the office with any prayer 
requests at 941-925-2661 or you may 
contact Pastor Tom directly at 941-225-

5381. You can also email your requests 
to  secretary@stjohns-sarasota.com. 

Choir and Handbells 
Wednesdays, Music 
Room 
If you have ever had a 

desire to be in our 
choirs now is the time. 
Our Director of Choirs, 
Nicole Smith, has  so 
many exciting events 
coming up for our fall 
season.  

Our Choir meets at  
6:00 p.m. and 
Handbells meet at 7:00 
p.m. If you have any 
questions, please con-
tact Nicole directly, 941

-925-2661 ext. 305 

 

 Are you waking up each 
day only to find you are 
repeating the day before? 
Same schedule…Same 

work week… Same habits 
day in and out? 
 If so, maybe this week is 
the week all that can 
change? St John’s is 

starting a new form of 
Worship beginning Sep-

tember 13. It will be a 
time to connect with oth-
ers who feel the ame as 
you. Individuals who 
struggle with depression, 
addictions, divorce, lone-

liness, grief; you fill in 
the blank. 
  

Our time will be filled with 
upbeat music, an inspira-
tional message series that 
you will be able to identify 

with and a fellowship time 
to meet new people. 

 Service times are every 
Saturday night beginning 
at 5:00 p.m. A nursery 
will be available for chil-

dren 0-3 years old. So 
what are you waiting 
for? Let us help you 
change your life, one 

day at a time. 

Saturdays 5:00 p.m. 
Starting September 13 

Introducing our “Connect”  
praise band 

Evan, Daniel, Pepper, Doug, Rob 

      Wednesdays 
10:00 a.m   Ladies Bible 
Study, Parlor 
11:00 a.m.  Prayer & 

Communion Service, 

Sanctuary 
5:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m. 
Kidz Pre-K -6th Grade 
5:30 p.m. - 7:45 p.m. 
Youth Group, Youthroom  
6:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m. 

Handbell Choir Practice, 
Music Room  
6:30 p.m. – 7:30 p.m. 
Adult Bible Study, Room 
106  
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  September Preacher Feature 
“And I saw a strong angel 

proclaiming with a loud voice, 
‘Who is worthy to open its 
scroll and break its seals?’ 
And no one in heaven or on 

earth or under the earth was 
able to open the scroll or look 
into it, and I wept much that 
no one was found worthy.”                      
                    Revelation 5:2-1 
 Every year, the Pulitzer Prize 
is awarded to authors of out-

standing literary works. Well, 
Not every year. In 1964, the 
Pulitzer Prize Committee de-
cided that, in the previous 
year, not a single work was 

deserving of the prize. So, 
they didn’t award one that 

year. Can you believe it? The 
very best of 1963 must not 
have been very impressive. 
 I can’t remember much about 
the literature of 1963. I was 
only about eleven years old 
and my reading was probably 

pretty much confined to comic 

books. But I can imagine what 

it must have been like to have 
served on that committee. At 
some point, that first person 
had to blurt out, “Let’s face 

facts. Nothing we have looked 
at is worthy of a prize. This 
stuff is simply not that good. 
We know that the rest of the 
committee eventually agreed. 
 What a letdown. A commit-
tee, meeting for the sole pur-

pose of awarding a prize, can’t 
find a single person worthy of 
receiving it. 
 Can you imagine how John 
must have felt when, in his 

great vision, God desired to 
reveal the wisdom of the ages 

to him, but there was not a 
single person anywhere, in 
heaven or on earth, living or 
dead, that had lived a life wor-
thy enough to get that close 
to God. John was broken-
hearted, and he cried. He real-

ized what a horrible mess 

human beings had made of 
God’s creation. He realized 
that, because of our sinful, 
selfish ways, God’s presence 

had become an impossibility 
for us. 
 But the angel did not finish 
there. He tells John that the 
Lion of the Tribe of Judah, 
Jesus, the Christ, is worthy. 
The scrolls are opened, and 

John is given, by Christ’s 
righteousness, and open door 
into the mind of God. 
 If there is anyone among us 
deserving of any credit, any 

prize, it is Jesus. If we lift up 
ourselves, others will look on 

and be about as impressed 
as the Pulitzer Prize Commit-
tee of 1964. But if we lift up 
Christ, others will be drawn 
to him. Jesus is our treasure, 
our hope, our life, our peace. 
He is worthy!   -PT 

If you would like 

to contact : 
 

Pastor Tom  
church: 
941-925-2661, 
cell:  
941-225-5381 or 

via email at: pas-
tortom@hotmail. 
com 

Rob Bullerdick 
Youth Director  
Cell Phone  
941-724-1769 

rob@stjohns-
sarasota.com 

Nicole Smith 
Director of  
Handbell and 

Chancel Choir 

941-925-2661 
Ext. 305 
choir@stjohns-
sarasota.com 

Ephesians 6:7 

“Serve wholeheartedly, 

as if you were serving 

the Lord, not people” 

Dave Springer 
Contemporary 
Worship Leader 
941-925-2661 

        September Mission  

                Focus: 

Acts 1:8  
“But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be witnesses 
to Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth." 

  

SPARCC’s mission is to stop domestic and sexual violence in our communities. 
Safe Place and Rape Crisis Center, Inc. (SPARCC) was formed as a non-profit agency in 1979. 
SPARCC is the only state-certified center for domestic violence and sexual assault services for Sara-
sota and DeSoto Counties. All of SPARCC’s services are free and confidential. In addition to serving 

victims, SPARCC is actively engaged in promoting social change through community awareness and 
education, in an effort to prevent such violence in the future.  SPARCC serves its clients through an 
Outreach Center in downtown Sarasota, satellite offices in south Sarasota and DeSoto Counties, a 

shelter operating 24 hours a day/365 days a year and at the local courthouses. 
 

We will be taking donations of the items listed below all month. Please pray about how you can be 
the hands of our Jesus.  

 monetary donations  

 women’s underwear (all sizes), 

 deodorant 

 razor blades 

 socks 

 make-up (some might say this is not a need, but we know better don’t we girls!) 
 

Please contact Jean Orebaugh, our UMW coordinator, for more details at 941-358-7002. 

Trish Commer 
Children’s Director 
941-374-0977 
kidz4christ@stjohns

-sarasota.com 

Barbara Shillady 
Nursery & Pre-
school Director 
941-925-2661 

Heidi Welbourn 
Church Secretary 
941-925-2661 ex. 
301 

secre-
tary@stjohns-
sarasota.com 

Volunteering is the ultimate 
exercise in democracy. You 

vote in elections once a year, 
but when you volunteer, you 

vote every day about the 
kind of community you 

want to live in.  
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Saturday, September 6, 5:00 p.m.,  
Room 106 
Join us the first Saturday of the month 
for another fun evening! We meet to 
watch a movie and then have discus-

sion. This month Jerry Barnes and Lu-

cille chapman will pick the movie and 
provide the refreshments. 
We’ll be discussing our first spin-off 
group, which will be meeting at 6:00 
p.m. after the Saturday “Connect” ser-
vice. to contact  

Please contact Cindy O’Neil, Movie 
Group Coordinator,  at 941-480-0674 
if you are interested in attending and/
or if you need childcare. 

Care Team Ministry  

Meetings 

Care Team Ministry 
Thursday, September 4, 10:00 
a.m., Parlor 
Contact Nancy Stevens with any 

questions at 941-321-7168. 

 

Prayer Shawl Ministry 
Thursday, September 4, 1:00 

p.m., Parlor 
Contact Jetty Zarfos with any 
questions at 941-925-5876. 
 

Caring Card Ministry 
Monday, September 8, 1:00 
p.m., Community Room 
Contact Linda Radler with any 
questions at 941-377-9575. 

 

Everyone is welcomed to join us. 
Come be a part of our St. John’s 
caring team. 

Movie Group 

Stephen Ministries 

UMM Breakfast 

UMM Retreat 

Bear One Another’s Burdens 
In Galatians 6 Paul tells us to “carry each other’s burdens, and in 

this way you will fulfill the law of Christ”.  At St. John’s our Stephen 
Ministers have been trained and organized to do just that.  They 

provide one-to-one care, prayer, and support to those who are  
going through a difficult time. If you would like more information 
please contact Jetty Zarfos at jettyz@verizon.net or 941-925-5876. 

 

Saturday, August 9, 8:00 a.m., 

Gym 

Men of all ages are encouraged to 
join us for a great time of fellowship. 
The guest speaker this month will 
speak to us about The Resurrection 

House. Be sure to invite a friend and 
have breakfast.  

Digging Deeper Sunday School Class 

Blood Drive: Pints & Punts 

Singles and Silver Eagles 

Come join our active group sen-
iors. For more information please 
contact Tom  McFate at 941-379-
6543. 

UMC Life Enrichment Center, 
Fruitland Park, FL, October 10-12, 2014 
Calling all men to the annual “Leesburg” men’s 
retreat. The theme this year is “Join God’s Men 

of Valor on a Journey of  Integrity.”  For addi-
tional information contact Vince Masciovecchio at 
941-922-7142 or 24ever@earthlink.net. 

Would you like to become a part of our St. John's 
family? If you are interested in becoming a mem-
ber, see Pastor Tom or call him at the church office: 

941-925-2661 or Pastor Tom’s cell 941-225-5381 

or via email pastor-tom@hotmail for more details. UMM Retreat 

Sunday, September 21,  
following all services,  
Give blood and enter to win two football tickets to 
see the ‘Noles vs. Irish in Tallahassee, FL on Oc-

tober 18 and receive a coupon for a free pint of 
frozen custard from Culver’s.  

Romans 12:4-5  “For as we have many members 
in one body, but all the members do not have 
the same function, so we, being many, are one 
body in Christ, and individually members of one 
another.” 

Resuming Sunday, September 21,  10:45 a.m., 

Room 105 
Resuming the study of the book of “Acts”. 

Receiving New Members 

Ladies Book Club 

Ladies Book Club  
Monday, September 8, 7:00 pm, Parlor 
"The Invention of Wing" by Sue Monk 
Kid will be discussed. Come join us 

even if you have not read the 
book. Need information? Contact Lois 
Wertheim at 941-378-1519. 

mailto:jettyz@verizon.net
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September Birthdays 

September Anniversaries 

Weekly Children's and Youth Ministry Schedule  
 

Please pick up and complete an annual registration 

form at the Children's Ministry information center or 
register on-line. 
 

Sunday Mornings:  
9:30 a.m.   
Nursery (birth - up to 4 
years)                                        
Pre-K & Kindergarten: Critterland  Room 103 
1st Grade & Up: Adventure Bay     Room 101/102 

Youth 56: Room 301 (5th & 6th Grades) 
Youth: Youth Room 
11:00 a.m.    
Nursery (birth up to 5 years)     
Childcare available for elementary ages    
                            

Wednesday Nights:  
2 years—6th grade: 5:30 p.m. - drop off in lobby- 

7:30 p.m. - pick up in classrooms 
Youth: 7th—12th grade: 5:30 p.m.—7:45 p.m.-
Youth Room 

New Staff and new staff positions 
Wow, what a change over in our Children, Family and 
Youth Departments. We are so happy to a have our 
“newish” crew in place to kick off our fall season. Things 

have gone smoothly with all of the transitions. Please be 
sure to encourage Rob Bullerdick, Trish Commer and Bar-
bara Shillady in their positions and keep each one of them 
in your prayers. Please be sure to introduce yourselves to 
each of them and let them know how you can support 
them in their ministries.  

Children, Family & Youth 

9/2  Bill Dahman 
       Greta Mahaffey 
       Yuri Perez  
9/3   Cindy Peairs 

        Lisa Wheeler  
9/5   Chance Beetham 
9/6   Jacob Antczak 
9/7   Jane Becker 
        Pete Luce 
        Nicole Scruggs 
9/9   Lee Dehner 

9/10  Sara Lozier 
        Ashley Lynn 
9/11 Ty Beetham 

  Zack Beetham 
        Else Brown 
        Dan Hayes  

9/13  Kim Belden 
        Betty Schmauss 
9/14  Carolyn Mac Millan 
         Alex Morton 
9/15  Tom Mullinix      

9/3   Mike & Julie Bullerdick  
9/4   John & Beverly Cunningham  
        Jim & Liz Mathis 
9/5   Larry & Sharon Beebe 

9/8   Larry & Nancy Washmuth  
9/14  Rick & Donna McClelland  
         Willie & Marilyn Troyer 

9/15  Pastor Tom & Cindy Fuller 
9/18  Greg & Teresa Bauer 
9/21  Paul & Maxine Shetler 
9/23  Ritchie  Gena Bufkin 

37 years 
55 years 
11 years 
50 years 

41 years 
48 years 
29 years 

41 years 
32 years 
57 years 
25 years 

9/17  Doug Hamilton 
9/18  Andrew Bess 
         Nathan Johnson 
         Jeff Peairs 

         Aria Smith 
9/19  Steve Miller 
9/20  Austin Shillady  
9/21  Melanie Battles 
9/23  Beth Lorenzen 
        Peter Medico 
9/24  Virginia Bess 

         Dianne Roberts 
9/25  Cindy O’Neil 
9/26  Wilma Downs 
9/27  Bob Frye 
        Barbara Randolph 
        Mary Vanik 

9/28  Steve Bridges 
9/29  Mary Frances 
               Cochran 
 Happy 101 Birthday 
    Mary  Frances 

Nursery help is needed 
Volunteers are needed in our nursery for the 11:00 ser-
vice.  If you would like to help call Barbara Shillady at 813

-699-2138. 

Secret Keeper Girls, Crazy Hair Tour 
September 4, 7:00 p.m., Woodland Church, Bradenton 
Parents of girls ages 8 and up and encouraged to attend 
this fun night. Tickets and information are available at the 

joyfm.com.  

Special Occasions to Celebrate  

If you do not see your name listed here, 

please contact Heidi Welbourn in the office at 

941-925-2661 or via email at secre-

tary@stjohns-sarasota.com. We don’t want to 

miss celebrating you! 

Youth: “Rock the Universe Concert” 
at Universal Studios 
Saturday, September 6 
Contact Rob Bullerdick for more infor-

mation at 941-724-1769. 


