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18TH ANNUAL CHOIR FESTIVAL 
Sunday, March 3, 4:00-5:00 p.m. 
Pine Shores Presbyterian Church, 6135 Beechwood Avenue, Sarasota, FL, 34231, Phone 922-1597  
St. John’s Chancel Choir joins choirs from a dozen area churches for this free  
concert. You will be inspired by this “voice” of 100 singers who show unity and harmony in 
sharing great anthems and choruses both old and new. Our own Director of Music, 
Lorraine Murphy, will be one of the guest conductors as well as Pastor Tom por-
traying Charles Wesley in a narrative reading and Brian Graham as John Calvin. 
St. John’s soloists featured are: Bethany Bridges, Bob Blanton and dancer  
Michele Queen.  

HOLY WEEK ACTIVITIES 

Maundy Thursday, March 28 

Tenebrae Service - Harvest of Sorrows - 7:00 p.m., Sanctuary 
In the words from author, Joseph Martin – Come and walk the winding road to 
Calvary in this musical arrangement. Linger in the upper room. Keep watch in 
Gethsemane. Kneel at the cross and nurture your heart with the Savior’s grace. 
See the fruits of mercy and love draped in the arms of a rugged cross. Presented 
by the Chancel Choir and narrators.  
 

Good Friday, March 29 
Prayer Stations - 12:00-6:00 p.m., Sanctuary 
Join us as we “Journey to the Cross” through a series of prayer stations that will 
allow you to reflect on Christ’s sacrifice.  These prayer stations will symbolize the 
last days in the life of Jesus here on earth, His death and resurrection. You are 
invited to use this service as your personal prayer time. 
 

Passion of the Christ Movie - 6:00 p.m., Sanctuary 
Please join us as we watch this movie together as a church family.   
 

Saturday, March 30 
Children’s Easter Celebration & Egg Hunt - 1:00-3:00 p.m., Gym 
Featuring “Out of My Hands” juggling, magic and laser light show at 1:15 p.m.  
Our annual Easter Egg hunt will follow at 2:00 p.m. 

Easter Sunday, March 31 
6:30 a.m. Sunrise Service 
8:00 a.m. Traditional Worship 
9:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship 
11:00 a.m. Traditional Worship 

Immediately Following All Four Services 
Easter Breakfast Buffet with casseroles, donuts, pastries and 
much more. Fundraiser Sponsored By The Youth Group 
(Donations Accepted). 

 
Nursery Provided at the 9:00 & 11:00 a.m. Services (ages 0-3 years). 
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Pastor Tom Fuller 
941.925.2661 or email 
pastortom@stjohns-sarasota.com 

PRAYER, 

HEALING & 

COMMUNION 

SERVICE 

 
Every Wednesday 
at 11:00 a.m. in 

the Sanctuary.  
 

"Don't worry about 
anything, but in all 
your prayers, ask God 
for whatever you need, 
asking with a thankful 
heart, and His peace… 

will fill your hearts and 
minds in Christ Jesus."  
— Philippians 4:6,7 
 
 
You are invited to join  
the Prayer, Healing & 

Communion Service  
held every Wednesday  

at 11:00 a.m. in the  
Sanctuary. You may  
submit your prayer  
requests and concerns 
to the church office at 

941.925.2661,  
pew prayer request 
cards, via email to  
secretary@stjohns-
sarasota.com or online 
under the Prayer, 

Healing & Communion 
Service page. 

Besides this you know what hour it is, how it is full time now for you to wake 

from sleep. For salvation is nearer now than when we first believed. The night 

is far gone and the day is at hand. Let us then cast off the works of darkness 

and put on the armor of light. Let us conduct ourselves becomingly as in the 

day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not in debauchery and licentiousness, not 

in quarreling and jealousy. But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no pro-

vision for the flesh, to gratify its desires. 

- Romans 13:11-14 
 
 

 
Less than two years ago, Ed and Yuri 
Lacosta came to minister with us at  
St. John’s. At that time, Ed expressed a  
calling and leading to establish a Methodist 
Hispanic ministry here in Sarasota. As there 
was none at the time, I and many of you 

were very excited about this possibility. With 
a lot of support and prayers, Ed and Yuri 
dove right into the work. Much has happened 
in the very short time since. 

 
An outreach ministry has been established in the Orange Avenue Hispanic neighbor-

hood. The people there have received food, prayers, the word of God, exciting 
events for families, and have become a special community. Recently, one of the 
residents there was violently murdered in front of his own children and other chil-
dren of the neighborhood. Ed was there to comfort the family and lead the commu-

nity in a special service. He also is in the process of organizing a legal team to help 
residents with issues and documents related to immigration. Ed spends his Sunday 
mornings ministering to that community. 

 
On Sunday evenings, Ed leads a Hispanic worship service at Vamo UMC. It is an 
exciting, growing fellowship with an attendance exceeding sixty. Recently, First UMC 
has donated a bus for the ministry, and will begin providing worship and ministry 
space for the Orange Avenue community. 
 
On February 1st, Ed was officially appointed by the Florida Conference as the pio-

neering pastor of the Sarasota Hispanic United Methodist Church Mission. He will be 
compensated for the part-time position by the Conference, and at least for a time 
remain in his position as director of maintenance for St. John’s. He is also engaged 
in studies that will lead to his eventual ordination as an elder in the UMC. 
 
In addition, Ed and Yuri completed and passed their exams for U.S. citizenship. 

They were sworn in as citizens in Tampa on Valentine’s Day. These accomplishments 

have been quite amazing, and are a testimony to Ed and Yuri’s inexhaustible enthusiasm, 
hard work, and love of the Lord. Nothing could surprise me in regard to what the 
Lord will accomplish in their lives. 
 
I believe there is a secret to Ed’s success in ministry, and I pray it doesn’t remain  
a secret for very long. In addition to his hard work and many spiritual gifts, Ed is 

focused on his calling as a Christian. He understands that our task as believers is to 
bring others into a saving relationship with Christ. That is his passion and his life. 

PREACHER FEATURE 

By Pastor Tom Fuller   
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PREACHER FEATURE CONTINUED 

 

Sadly, churches are too often in the habit of losing sight of their real purpose. When 

Christ loses his place in the center and at the very heart of any church, the power of 
the Holy Spirit is withdrawn. Witnessing, sacrifice, service and prayer are replaced by 
empty socializing, quarreling, gossiping and attempts to gain personal power. When 
the results of such a fellowship began to appear, namely, the loss of enthusiasm and 
growth, churches turn to new programs and sometimes new leadership in a desperate 
attempt to recover. However, there is no substitute for Jesus, and no amount of effort 

will counteract the deadly effects created by the loss of passion and focus for Christ. 
 
For a number of years, churches that made the choice to put Jesus on the sideline 
have been able to survive. But those days are gone. No one in this day and age has 
time or interest in another social club. It is estimated that in just ten years, a bit over 
half of all United Methodist Churches in the United States will no longer exist. 
 

I am praying that we will come to embrace a great truth. We as human beings can 
never ever, by strength of will or effort, or by our own cleverness, significantly attract 
anyone to church. If we are to become attractive as a church, then Jesus must be the 
main attraction. It is Christ that heals the sin-sick soul. It is Christ that brings for-
giveness and abundant and eternal life. It is Christ that transforms the ugly into the 
beautiful. It is Christ that renews families and restores relationships. It is the power of 
Christ that transforms the mundane into the miraculous. It is Christ that lights up the 

darkness. It is Christ that brings direction to the wanderer, and purpose to each day. 
And it is Christ and only Christ that can bring the dead to life! 
 
We are surrounded by hurting people who do not know God’s Son. They are lost and 
confused. They are afraid for the future. They are experiencing division and strife in 
their homes. They are under the deadly oppression of drugs. They are confused by 

empty philosophies and destructive belief systems. They do not have a clear reason for 
living. They do not know that God has a purpose for them. They do not know that they 
are loved. They need Jesus.  
 

Jesus has established his church in the world to be his hands and his feet in reaching 
these people for the kingdom of God. Congregations that understand this purpose are 
going to grow. They will see miracles and the power of the Holy Spirit revealed. They 

will see lives changed and be set free to experience the joy of effective witness and 
service. Church, “The night is far gone and the day is at hand. Let us then 
cast off the works of darkness and put on the armor of light.” - PT 

THANK YOU’S 

& BLESSINGS 

This past January  
St. John’s was the host 
church for the annual 
District Training Confer-
ence. Through the  
efforts of many, we 

were able to bless over 
150 fellow Methodist in 
our district. A special 
“THANK YOU” to every-
one that made this 
event possible from 
cleaning rooms, to 

setting up chairs and  
tables, to food prepara-
tion and helping in the 
kitchen, to tear down 
and turning off the 
lights at the end of the 
day. We couldn’t have 

done it without such a 
committed “TEAM”  
effort. Below is a note 
we received from one 
of the attendees: 
 

“Pastor Tom, We at 
First Avon Park want to 
thank you for the won-
derful job of hosting 
the training event this 

past Saturday. You 
made us feel welcome 

and you covered all our 
needs and then some. 
It was quite evident 
you went out of your 
way to make us happy. 
This was a great train-
ing event and St. 

John’s had a big part in 
making it so. Thank 
You and your congrega-
tion it was so warming 
to see and feel the Love 
of Jesus past on to all 

of us…God Bless and 
keep you all, Your 

Brothers and Sisters 
in Christ in First 
Avon Park.” 

THANK YOU — ONE DAY MANY HANDS 

On February 2 St. John’s went out into the community and served many local  

organizations. Below is a “thank you note” from one of them: 
 
The group from St. John’s that came to the Miracle League of 
Manasota field on Saturday morning sure made a difference. 
They helped clean out the storage unit where we keep every-
thing to do with operating the league and reorganized it where 
we can actually find something we are looking for without  

taking everything out first. The Miracle League allows children 
with all types of “special needs” to enjoy baseball on a field especially designed with 
safety in mind to accommodate any disability. Through discussions with Krista,  
St. John’s will be providing buddies for our games on March 23rd. Again, thanks to 
Susan, Carolyn and the entire crew (Teresa, Helen, Dan, Mike and Dori) for their  
assistance today. We are that much closer to being able to have another successful 
season this spring.  Dan Tellor 

 
Sign up online if you are able to help as a “BUDDY” on March 23. 
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Krista Mullhollen 
941-925-2661, ext. 304 
cell: 941.356.6407 
or email 
krista@stjohns-sarasota.com 
 
Barbara Shillady 
Nursery Coordinator 
941-925-2661 or email 
barbshillady@gmail.com 

FAMILY & CHILDREN’S MINISTRIES 

WEDNESDAY CHILDREN’S PROGRAM 

5:30 p.m. Dinner $2 

6:00 p.m. Children’s Choir (Musical Performance April 28) 
6:30 p.m. Pioneer Clubs 
 
Theme Nights for March: 
March 6:   March Birthday Celebration 
March 13: Spring Break, no program 
March 20: St. Patrick’s Day, wear green 

March 27: Eggstravaganza Night   

CHILDREN’S WEEKLY 
SCHEDULE: 
 
Wednesday Evening 

5:30 p.m. Dinner $2 

6:00 p.m. Choir 
6:30 p.m. Pioneer Club  
 
 
Sundays 9:30 a.m. 
Children’s Church  

Room #301  
PreK-K, 4 & 5 years 
Veggie Connections:  
Join us in Veggie Lagoon 
to discover your Faith!  
 

Room #102 
1st-5th Grades, 
Kidz Blitz, Big City Studio, 
Where we are always  
filming and have a blast!  

 
Nursery 

Infants—4 yrs 
Heartshapers, discovering 
God in our world and  
ourselves. 
 
 
Sundays 11:00 a.m.  

Sunday School 
K—5th Grades  
Room #301 
Veggie Connections:  
Join us in Veggie Lagoon 
to discover your Faith!  

 
Nursery (Infant-5 yrs) 
Heartshapers, discovering 

God in our world and 
ourselves. 
Nursery Coordinator:  
Barbara Shillady 

 

CHILDREN’S SUMMER CAMP 
June 30–July 4 — CentriKid at Eckerd College, St. Pete, Florida 

There is still space available, please let Krista know if you would like your child to  
attend camp.  Centrikid is a high-energy, active camp for children.  The children will 
experience Jesus in a new and fresh way, and will learn biblical truths that will stick 
with them.  This year’s theme is “Out of this World.”  
 
To sponsor a child to go to camp, please contact Krista Mulhollen. 

CHILDREN’S CHOIR  
Musical Performance: April 28th 

Rehearsals Every 
Wednesday night from 
6:00-6:30 p.m. 
Open to all children 2 
years through 5th grade.  
The children will also be 
singing at the 9:30 a.m. 

service on Palm Sunday, 
March 24.  

To be a part of this performance, please contact Krista Mulhollen.  

ISHINE LIVE TOUR  
Friday, March 8 at 7:00 p.m. 

Ishine is a Christian media group dedicated to ministering 

to tweens & pre-teens and equipping them and their families 
to illuminate their world and find their value, identity and 
purpose in Christ.  This event is $15 per person and will be 
hosted at First Baptist Church downtown.  
Visit: www.ishinelive.com/tour for more information.     

FAMILY FORTRESS 

Sunday night March 17  

5:30 - 7:00 p.m., Community Room 
Join us to build and strengthen a good moral foundation for 
your family.  Pease bring a dish to share. Nursery provided 
for younger siblings if needed.  

 
Please RSVP to Julie Hamilton at 941-284-7719 or online on the Children’s 
Ministry page. 



YOUTH MINISTRY 

YOUTH GROUP WEEKLY SCHEDULE: (6th—12th Grades) 
WEDNESDAY EVENING  NEW TIME (7:00-8:30 p.m.) 
5:30-6:00 p.m.   Dinner $2 
6:00-7:00 p.m.   Youth Group Hang Time 

7:00-8:30 p.m.   Youth Group—Worship, Small Groups and Prayer 
 
SUNDAY MORNINGS 
11:00 a.m., Sunday School, 6th-12th Grades 
Worship music and a deeper dig into the Bible. 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

Not-So-Final-Four: Sunday, March 24, 4:00 p.m. 

Easter Breakfast Buffet: Sunday, March 31 (Immediately Following All Four Services) 

Confirmation Sunday: April 14, 9:30 a.m.  
Spring Retreat: April TBA, $40  
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Krista Mulhollen 
941-925-2661, ext. 304 
cell: 941.356.6407 
or email 
Krista@stjohns-sarasota.com 
 
Rob Bullerdick 
941-925-2661, ext. 303 
cell: 941.724.1769 
or email 
Rob@stjohns-sarasota.com 

YOUNG ADULT GROUP 

Wednesday Nights • 8:00 p.m. • Youth Room 

Dinner & Small Group 
We are a group of young adults, college and career age that meet to build each other up so 
we can be a positive influence in the world.  We will have a time of prayer and discus-

sion on the many decisions and challenges we face each day.  Are you struggling with 
what to do with your future, your purpose, or have questions about God or his role in 
your life?  We would love to have you join us! Each week dinner will be offered at  
no cost. 
  

Leaders: Krista Mulhollen, Rob Bullerdick and Joette Scruggs  

Beautiful Feet 

Mission Trip 

Nicaragua  

(La Chureca, Tipitapa) 
July 1-7, 2013 
 
Beautiful Feet Is a non-
profit Christian organiza-

tion whose goal is to 
spread the gospel of  
Jesus Christ through the 
gift of shoes. To learn 
more about this mission, 
click here. 
  

“I am very excited and 
honored to be leading  
St. John’s to Nicaragua,  
I know God is going to 
put together an amazing 

team of disciples to carry 
out His will on this  

mission! Lives will be 
impacted and changed 
greatly forever, not just 
for the people in Nicara-
gua but for us as well. 
Thank you for your  

continual prayer and  
support, together as a 
church, we will achieve 
greatness in His name!” 
– Rob Bullerdick,  
Mission Team Leader 
 

 
Questions about  

the trip or if you can  
help with a donation, 
please contact 
Rob Bullerdick at  
941-724-1769  or 

Krista Mulhollen at 
941-356-6407. 

RUMMAGE SALE 

Saturday, March 16, 8:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. 
Youth/Missions Fundraiser. Please consider donating 
some items for our sale as we raise funds to help these 
two ministries. We need workers, pricers, and a lot of 

help that day! Donations can be brought to the gym at 
church beginning Sunday, March 10, 2013. 
 
Please contact Rob Bullerdick if you can help.  

OUR NEW BUS HAS ARRIVED 

After many years of prayer, we have been able to purchase a new 
bus for the youth group. We would not have been able to get one 
without the generous memorial donation from the George Rendle 
legacy fund. 

  

To learn more about a Legacy Memorial, please 
visit our donations page on the website or call 
Pastor Tom. 



MUSIC/ADULT MINISTRY 
Lorraine Murphy  
941.925.2661, ext. 315 
or email 
programs@stjohns-sarasota.com 

ADULT SUNDAY 

SMALL GROUPS 

FAMILY TIES   
9:30 AM,  Community Room 
#310/312 
Lenten Study: 
“The Way: Walking in the 
Footsteps of Jesus”   
By Adam Hamilton 
Facilitator:   
Lorraine Murphy  
 

LIFE ISSUES 
9:30 AM , Room #106 
Beginning March 3  
Studying: “3:16” 
By Max Lucado 
This is a CD series 
With discussions.  
Facilitators:   
Darrell Stevens  
 

ASBURY CLASS  
9:30 AM, ROOM #103  
Studying : Letter to the 
Hebrews. The Book of Acts 
Facilitators: Don Bessey,  
Forrest Orebaugh 
& Jim Jager 
 

THE JOURNEY   
11:00 AM, ROOM #106  
Studying: “The Good  
and Beautiful God”   
By James Smith 
Facilitator:  Randy Powell  
 

DIGGING DEEPER 
10:45 AM, Room 105 
In depth study of Romans 
Facilitator:   
Vince Masciovecchio 

 
WEDNESDAY 

MORNING BIBLE STUDY 
9:00 AM, Parlor 
Lenten Study:  
“The Way: Walking in the 
Footsteps of Jesus”   
By Adam Hamilton 
Facilitator:   
Jodi Anderson and 
Lorraine Murphy  
 

WEDNESDAY NIGHT 
BIBLE STUDY 
Room #106/108  
Book of Revelation 
Facilitator:  Pastor Tom 
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CARE TEAM MINISTRY 

CARE TEAM MONTHLY MEETING  Thursday, March 7, 10:00 AM, Parlor  

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY  Thursday, March 7, 1:00 PM, Parlor  

CARING CARDS MINISTRY  Monday,  March 11, 1:00 PM, Comm. Room  

By Lorraine Murphy  
 
About this time of year we hear the old saying: "In like a lion, out like a lamb." 
 

We do have a "roaring" menu of musical activities in March, concluding with the Lamb of God as 
we close the month with our Easter celebrations on the 31st. 
 

First up is the 18th Annual Choir Festival at Pine Shores Presbyterian Church on Sunday,  
March 3 at 4:00 p.m. At least a dozen St. John's Chancel Choir members will be adding their 
voices to those from eight other area churches (of all denominations). The featured work will  
be A FESTIVAL OF HYMNS - The Writers Tell Their Own Stories. Our own Pastor Tom will portray 
Charles Wesley as we sing "O, For a Thousand Tongues to Sing" and Brian Graham as John  
Calvin with "Clap Your Hands". Also serving as soloists are: Bethany Bridges, Bob Blanton and 
dancer Michele Queen. This concert and worship experience (a hymn-sing of sorts for the  
congregation, too) is free to all, so be renewed and join us this day. 
 

New to our musical worship experiences will be the Family Ties Sunday School Class (meets at 
9:30 a.m. in the Community Room) who will sing the class' theme song, "FAMILY OF GOD" as 
the introit on Sunday, March 10. With our enthusiasm we hope to "sell Sunday school " and 
teach the congregation a new song in the process. To my knowledge, this is a first. 
 

The CARE TEAM (under the initiative of Bill Rentschler) will conduct a musical sing-along and 
worship service at Heartland's Dimentia Unit on Monday, March 18 from 11 a.m. to 12 noon. 
Volunteers from the CARE TEAM and St. John's congregation held a Holiday Party there in  
December and because of its success (including a visit from our own Mr. (Darrell) and  
Mrs. (Nancy) Santa Claus, we were asked to consider coming back more often. If you are  
interested in helping with this wonderful ministry, contact Lorraine or the Chair of Care,  
Nancy Stevens, and we shall get you involved! 
 

The new and improved hand bell choir will play for the 9:30 and 11:00 a.m. services on  
Sunday, March 17. Since it is St. Patrick's Day, we will be ringing a traditional Irish tune called 
'Slane' - "Be Thou My Vision". The musical selections this year are more varied and difficult,  
and I laud the choir's efforts and dedication to weekly rehearsals and to their up-graded skills 
and techniques. 
  
Maundy Thursday will focus on a traditional Tenebrae Service at 7:00 p.m. entitled HARVEST  

OF SORROWS, by Joseph Martin. You will experience the great harvest of truth to be gathered 
in the shadows around Golgotha's barren tree. As composer Martin says in his foreword, "Come 
and walk the winding road to Calvary. Linger in the upper room. Keep watch in Gethsemane. 
Kneel at the cross and nurture your heart with the Savior's grace. See the fruits of mercy and 
love draped in the arms of a rugged cross. Yes, come and mourn awhile. But mourn not as one 
without hope. Look, weary pilgrim. See, the harvest is waiting. By faith may you reach up and 
take, eat and be forever changed." 
 

Our brand new, Spirit-driven and Spirit-led Stephen Ministry was birthed on February 11 and 
continues into March with sessions on Monday nights, 6:30-9:00 p.m. A Saturday workshop  
will be held on March 23 from 8:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. I thank God for Jetty Zarfos who is our 

"Joshua", as we enter the promised land of a dream fulfilled here at St. John's. Special thanks, 
also, to the wonderful team of 'caregivers' who have pledged many hours of reading and study 
to minister to our congregants. 
 

Several Lenten studies are being held to help us learn about Lent and the walk to Calvary. The 
Wednesday Bible study (9:00-10:30 a.m.) is open to all. Led by Jodi Anderson and assisted by 
Lorraine Murphy, you will literally find 'The Way'. 
 

Last, with the gentle lamb, the Pascal Lamb, our Saviour, we celebrate Easter with many  
wonderful events on Sunday, March 31. It is a memorable month in the life of St. John's,  
so experience it with us. 
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STEPHEN MINISTRY 
 

Dear Members of St. John’s UMC: 
 

On Monday, February 11 Stephen Ministry training began for a group of 18 lay  
people from our congregation. This training for caring ministry was developed by 
Stephen Ministries St. Louis.  Using it, congregations all over the world have  
implemented lasting programs of lay caring ministry. 
 

Over the next few months our Stephen Minister trainees will receive extensive  
training in Christian caring skills.  Some of the areas they will cover in the training 
including listening effectively, dealing with feelings, confidentiality, using the  

resources of Christianity, being assertive and a number of topics dealing with specific 
life crises.  Throughout, the training will emphasize the theology of caring for the 
whole person.   
 

Following the training, these men and women will be commissioned as Stephen  
Ministers to carry out ministries of caring within our congregation and community 
with people experiencing such problems in life as hospitalization, grief, depression, 

loneliness, and many other life crises.  Working under our guidance and supervision, 
the Stephen Ministers will extend the capacity of our congregation to care.  
 

The people who are attending this Stephen Ministry training and committing to two 
years as Stephen Ministers are listed below. Please keep these people in your 
thoughts and prayers as they receive this training for caring ministry. 
 

If you have any questions about Stephen Ministry training and caregiving, please feel 

free to call either of us. 
 

Sincerely, 
 

Pastor Tom Fuller Jetty Zarfos, Leader 
941.925.2661 or email 941-925-5876 
pastortom@stjohns-sarasota.com jettyz@verizon.net  

Shirley Behrens 

Karen Butler  

Joan Cauley 

Ray Cox 

Jennifer Crosgrove 

Marvin Davis 

Elizabeth Dietrich 

Judy Egan 

Cindy Fuller 

Betty Masciovecchio 

Florence Mercer 

Cindy O’Neil 

Bill Rentschler  

Barbara Shillady 

Darrell Stevens 

Nancy Stevens  

Marilyn Troyer 

Nancy Washmuth 

2013 Stephen Ministers 

STAFF 

Office Phone 

941.925.2661 
 
Senior Pastor   
Tom Fuller (ext. 302) 
Direct Line: 926.8792 
Cell Phone:  
941.225.5381 
pastortom@stjohns-
sarasota.com 

 
Finance Manager  
Scott Shillady (ext. 306)  
treasurer@stjohns-
sarasota.com 

 
Contemporary Music  
David Springer  

773.1268 
music@stjohns-
sarasota.com 

 
Director of Family, 
Children & Youth 
Krista Mulhollen 
(ext. 304)  
krista@stjohns-
sarasota.com 

 
Nursery Coordinator 
Barbara Shillady 
barbshillady@gmail.com 

 
Adult/Chancel Choir  
Lorraine Murphy 
(ext 315) 
programs@stjohns-
sarasota.com 

 
Maintenance  
Manager 
Ed Lacosta  
356.6406 
maintenance 
@stjohns-sarasota.com 
 

Secretary 

(ext. 301) 
secretary@stjohns-
sarasota.com 

 
Youth Assistant 
Rob Bullerdick 
(ext. 303) 
Rob@stjohns-sarasota.com 

There will be another Leadership Training in Orlando the week of June 9-15, 
2013. Deadline for pre-registration is May 1st. 

mailto:pastor@stjohns-sarasota.com
mailto:pastor@stjohns-sarasota.com
mailto:treasurer@stjohns-sarasota.com
mailto:treasurer@stjohns-sarasota.com
mailto:music@stjohns-sarasota.com
mailto:music@stjohns-sarasota.com
mailto:youth@stjohns-sarasota.com
mailto:youth@stjohns-sarasota.com
mailto:programs@stjohns-sarasota.com
mailto:programs@stjohns-sarasota.com
mailto:maintenance@stjohns-sarasota.com
mailto:maintenance@stjohns-sarasota.com
mailto:secretary@stjohns-sarasota.com
mailto:secretary@stjohns-sarasota.com
mailto:secretary@stjohns-sarasota.com


MARCH 2013 • NEWLIFE @ ST. JOHN’S Page 8 

SENIOR MINISTRY/SILVER EAGLES 

Contact Tom McFate @ 379.6543 or email tmcfate3@verizon.net  

for information.  Reservations required on all events.  
 

Thursday, March 14 at 3:00 p.m., Community Room 
Games at Church followed by Dinner Out. Games start at 3:00 in the Community 
Room. At 4:45 p.m. we head out to a restaurant of our choice.  
 

Thursday, March 28 at 10:00 a.m., Leave from St. John's 
See Sound of Music at Broadway Palm Dinner Theater in Fort Myers. We’ll vanpool 
from St. John’s leaving at 10:00 a.m. I’ve reserved a table for 6, but we can get more 
if needed. You’ll be responsible for buying your own tickets. Here’s how you do it:  

Call their box office at 239-278-4422. Have your credit card out. Tell them you want 
to reserve a seat for the 1:15 matinee on March 28th under the reservation 
#4021700. (This is so we’ll all be at the same table) Then call me up at 379-6543 to 
let me know you plan to attend. Ticket prices with lunch buffet are $47. The dining 

hall opens at approx. 11:45 a.m. The show will start at 1:15 p.m. Note:  If more than 
7 of us go, then somebody else besides me will also have to drive. If you’re planning 
to come, call Tom. 
 

Please visit the website to view the April events. 

 
 

SINGLES MINISTRY/SINGLES IN THE SPIRIT 

Contact Tom McFate @ 379.6543 or email tmcfate3@verizon.net  

for information.  Reservations required on all events.  
 

Saturday, March 9, Leave St. John's at 9:30 a.m. 
Sightseeing Cruise on the Manatee River, leaving out of Palmetto. It’s a 2 hour cruise. 
It’s a first for us on this cruise line. It should be a lot of fun! We’ll vanpool from 
St. Johns at 9:30 a.m. and from Lakewood Ranch at 9:45 a.m. Tickets are $25. 
(Tax included).  For reservations, contact Tom. 
 

Sunday, March 17, Dinner Out, Meet in front of the restaurant at 1:00 p.m.  
Dinner out at the Olive Garden at the Landings. It’s off South Tamiami Trail. Meet in 

front of the restaurant at 1:00 p.m. Contact Tom if you plan to join us. 
 

Saturday, March 23, Leave from St. John's at 7:00 p.m. 
See the comedy play, “You Can’t Take it With You” at the Asolo Repertory Theater. 
8:00 p.m. Balcony tickets are $31.00 each. You’ll be responsible for purchasing your 
own ticket. We’ll vanpool from St. John’s at 7:00 p.m. For reservations, contact Tom. 
 

Please visit the website to view the April events. 

HISPANIC MINISTRY — “Power of God” 
Contact Ed Lacosta at 356.6406 or email maintenance@stjohns-sarasota.com 

for more information.  Let your friends and neighbors know about this wonderful 
and exciting ministry at St. John’s! 

 

SUNDAYS —  Weekly Worship Services 
11:30 a.m., First United Methodist Church, Downtown 
6:30 p.m., Vamo United Methodist Church 
  

WEDNESDAYS —  In-Home Bible Study 
 

HISPANIC / ENGLISH LANGUAGE CLASS   
Currently this class is not meeting. If you would like information regarding when the 
next class will start, please contact Ed Lacosta. 

ST. JOHN’S 

MONTHLY 

FOOD DRIVE  

FIRST SUNDAY 

OF EACH MONTH 

Our food drive provides a 

direct connection between 

our church and the people 

in our community who are 

hungry.  Local food pantries 

are struggling to keep food 

on their shelves. You can 

help by bringing in non-

perishable food items and 

placing them in the bins 

located in front of the 

Nursery. Let’s fill those bins 

beyond capacity!  Let your 

giving and generous hearts 

be touched by our neigh-

bors in need. 

The food will be given to 

our Hispanic Ministry 

this month.  Thank you 

for your continuous gener-

osity in providing for our 

community.  

mailto:tmcfate3@verizon.net
mailto:tmcfate3@verizon.net
mailto:maintenance@stjohns-sarasota.com
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=food+drive+photos&view=detail&id=4C8194D97FE79109C361F5CB2C306969C7657ED4&first=0
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UNITED 

METHODIST 

WOMEN 

Contact Shirley Adams 

@ 378.9596, email: 
shirleyaadams@comcast.net  
 

UMW MONTHLY UNIT 
MEETING — Tuesday, 
March 5, refreshments 
at 9:30 a.m. and the 
meeting at 10:00 a.m. 
in the Community Room. 
Our guest speaker will 

be Judy Grim from 
"Orphans Helping  

Orphans".  We will also 
have our annual "Call to 
Prayer and Self-Denial" 
service for this season 

of Lent. Please join us. 
 

RUTH CIRCLE   
Tuesday, March 12 
at 11:30 a.m., Offsite 
 

DEBORAH CIRCLE 
Thursday, March 14 
at 11:00 a.m., Parlor 

UMW BAKE SALE 
Sunday, March 24, 
8:30 a.m.-12:00 p.m. 
Baked items will be 
available in the lobby 
between all three ser-

vices. The bake sale 

will primarily benefit  
the Stephen Ministry 
and Selah House with  
a portion reserved for 
UMW summer missions. 
 

UMW SPIRIT BOARD 
MEETING —Tuesday, 

March 26 at 10:00 a.m. 

WOMEN’S MINISTRY   

WOMEN’S  EVENING CIRCLE 

Thursday, March 7, 6:30 p.m. at Vesta Snell’s home. (NOTE DATE CHANGE) 
Contact Vesta Snell at 650.8961 or email: vesta@inndesigninc.com 
 

2013 Women's Retreat in Leesburg, Florida 
St. John's Group is going March 1-3, 2013.  We have 21 women attending the retreat 
this year. Please keep these women in your prayers. A special “Thank You” goes to 
Teresa Bauer for organizing this event again this year. 

 
Operation Valentine 
Thank you to everyone who helped with Operation Valentine through your donation 
of cookies, candy, packaging and delivery. We delivered boxes of cookies to our mem-
bers who are not able to attend on a regular basis and also our wonderful staff. 

YOUR SUPPORT MATTERS 
We wanted to take this opportunity to “THANK” the congregation for all their support 
in helping raise funds for the Women’s and Men’s Ministries. Our Christmas Tree and 
Wreath sales are the biggest fundraiser we have each year. Below is a little history 
behind these events and how they use the funds to support other ministries: 

The United Methodist Men once again had a successful Christmas tree sale which was 
held November 23 through December 9, 2012. This is the main fundraiser for the UMM 

where they received a net profit of $4,464.78 selling approximately 330 trees. The 

UMM helps to sponsor Joel Davis who is a pilot and flies supplies into Missionaries in 
the Philippines and also Kevin and Laura Wooster who are Missionaries in Siberia 
(Russia). In addition, the UMM uses their funds to support other charitable and worthy 
Christian projects throughout the local area. The UMM have been holding the Christ-
mas tree lot sales for over 40 years and  have developed a cadre of volunteers to 

serve in the different areas of unloading, lot set-up, drilling, and then the many hours 
of running the lot. In addition the Boy Scouts of America, Troop 23 which St. John’s 

supports have a program where they  work the lot and also deliver and set up trees to 
raise money for their scout activities receiving merit time for their work. The Men have 
a mailing list and they have a tremendous and loyal repeat customer following. They 
have always reported back that this is a great way for meeting and developing long 

lasting friendships with each other while serving our Missionary and Community needs.  
 
It has been investigated and we believe this ministry began back in the early 70’s at 
the first Bee Ridge location, then moved to the location next to Publix which was very 
profitable due to the traffic volume then to our current location.  
 
The Women's Ministry also makes wreaths that are simultaneously sold on the Tree lot 

and they earned $1.090.00 for their mission projects.  
 

These outreaches are a labor of love by all who participate to keep them running 
each and every year. The countless time and commitment to these projects are a  
true testament to serving in the Lord’s name. May they continue to be fruitful for years 
to come. 

MEN’S MINISTRY   

Jerry Cauley 922-4142, Bill Rentschler 504-6948 or Randy Randolph 706-1339  

 
UMM  BREAKFAST  
Saturday, March 9, 8:00 a.m. 
Presenter this month is Lt. Jeff Hogue from the Sarasota County Sheriff’s Office, K-9 
Unit. All UMM are encouraged to attend and learn valuable services being performed. 

mailto:shirleyaadams@comcast.net
mailto:vesta@inndesigninc.com
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WOMEN’S 

BOOK CLUB 

March 11 from  
7:00-8:00 p.m. in the 
Parlor. This month we 
will be discussing, "Spirit 

Horses" by Alan Evan. 

 

LENDING 

LIBRARY 

Did you know that St. John’s 

has a Lending Library? To 
read more information about 
this resource, visit the web-
site and look under the  
Media & Resources tab. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

If you would like to submit 
an article for the April news-

letter, please send it to: 
secretary@stjohns-
sarasota.com  

March 15 

MARCH ANNIVERSARIES        

3/6 Bill & Helen Meade  4 

3/6 Fred & Norma Stertzer 55 

3/8 Bob & Joy Moore 60 

3/9 Randy & Barbara Randolph 45 

3/11 Craig & Barbara Nereim 35 

3/13 Scott & Barbara Shillady 12 

3/25 Janet & Brad Boland 41 

3/25 David & Renee’ Henrichs 30 

3/28 Julie & Eric Odenweller 21 

3/28 Harold & Shirley Lisak 57 

LENTEN STUDY 

Adam Hamilton's "The Way: Walking in the Footsteps of Jesus"  

Adam Hamilton will take us to the Holy Land (via DVD). Using historical background, 
archaeological findings and stories of faith. Hamilton retraces the footsteps of Jesus 
from His baptism to the temptations to the heart of His ministry including the people  
He loved, the enemies He made, the parables He taught and the roads that He traveled. 
The cost for the hardcover book is $15. 
 

Offering Two Opportunities To Attend 

Family Ties Sunday School Class which began Sunday, February 17 and runs through  
Palm Sunday, March 24 at 9:30 a.m. in the Community Room #310/312 with Lorraine 
Murphy AND Women's Bible Study – which began Wednesday, February 20 and runs 

through Wednesday, March 27 from 9:00-10:30 a.m. in the Parlor with Lorraine 

Murphy & Jodi Anderson. Men and Women are invited to attend this 6-session series. 
 

 
The Wednesday morning  Bible Study will resume  
the study of “The Book of Daniel,” by Beth Moore  
beginning on April 3 at 9:00 a.m. in the Parlor. 

MARCH BIRTHDAYS      

3/1 Sharron Prough   

3/2 John Battles   

3/4 Amanda Culp   

 Bud Hurt   

3/5 Marvin Davis   

3/6 Florence Mercer   

3/9 Paul Shetler    

3/10 Dave Bates    

 Irvin Slabach   

3/11 Lindsey Loos   

3/15 Bill Toller    

3/16 Thelma Bloesing   

 Carlos Hernandez   

 Julie Odenweller   

 Bob Schneider   

 Laura Stevenson   

3/17 Tricia Commer   

 Michael Medico, Jr.   

 Chuck Piper    

3/18 Dean Lobdell   

 Wendy Stearns 

 Laney Mulhollen   

3/19 Susi Hooglander   

 Jim Sortore    

3/20 Pat Frye    

 Kimberly Johnson   

 Fred Wheeler   

3/23 Mary Hurt    

 Nancy Stevens   

3/24 Melody Lamont   

3/25 Jane Haase    

 Corry Hill    

3/26 Nancy Rocks   

3/29 Allie Dane   

3/30 Glen Jackson   

 Mike Rowe    

3/31 Justin Conti    

 Sarah Philips   

Do you have a March birthday or anniversary, but don’t see your name? 

Please call the church office at 925-2661. 

mailto:secretary@stjohns-sarasota.com
mailto:secretary@stjohns-sarasota.com
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DAYLIGHT 

SAVINGS TIME 

Turn your clocks forward on 
Sunday, March 10. 

 

EASTER LILIES 

If you would like to order an 
Easter Lilly in honor of or in 
memory of a loved one, 
please fill out the insert in 
the Sunday bulletin and  
return it by Sunday, March 
10 or call the church office. 

 

 

UPPER ROOM 

Don’t forget to pick up your 
new Upper Room for March/
April. They are located  in 
the lobby. 

 

 

OFFERING 

ENVELOPES 

If you have not yet picked up 
your Offering Envelopes for 
2013, please do so. You can 
find them in the lobby. 

 

 

PICTORIAL 

DIRECTORY 

PICTURES 

If you only got your compli-
mentary 8x10 portrait when 
you had your pictures taken, 
please check the box in the 
lobby and see if yours is in. 
If not, check back later.  
It takes approximately two 
weeks for them to arrive 
from the time you had  
them taken.  

MARCH 2013 CALENDAR AT A GLANCE 

Friday, March 1 

Women's Retreat in Leesburg, Florida 
 

Saturday, March 2 

Women's Retreat in Leesburg, Florida 

8:00 am Al-Anon Support Group 
 

Sunday, March 3 

Women's Retreat in Leesburg, Florida 

8:00 am Worship-Traditional  

9:30 am Worship-Contemporary  
11:00 am Worship-Traditional 

11:00 am Youth Group 

4:00 pm 18th Annual Choir Festival 
 

Monday, March 4 

6:30 pm Stephen Ministry Training 

7:00 pm Small Group Bible Study 
 

Tuesday, March 5 

9:30 am UMW-Coffee Time 

10:00 am UMW-Unit Meeting 

7:00 pm Praise Team Rehearsal 

7:00 pm Trustees 

7:15 pm Hispanic Bible Study 

 

Wednesday, March 6 

9:00 am Lenten Bible Study 
11:00 am Prayer Service 

5:30 pm Wednesday Night Programs  

8:00 pm Alcoholics Anonymous Support Group 

 

Thursday, March 7 

10:00 am Care Team Ministry 

1:00 pm Prayer Shawl Team 

6:30 pm Women's Evening Circle 

 
Saturday, March 9 

8:00 am Al-Anon Support Group 

8:00 am Men's Breakfast 
 

Sunday, March 10 

Daylight Savings Time 

8:00 am Worship-Traditional  

9:30 am Worship-Contemporary  

11:00 am Worship-Traditional 
11:00 am Youth Group 

 

Monday, March 11 

1:00 pm Caring Cards Ministry 

6:30 pm Stephen Ministry Training 

7:00 pm Small Group Bible Study 

7:00 pm Book Club-Women's 
 

Tuesday, March 12 

11:30 am Ruth Circle 

7:00 pm Praise Team Rehearsal 

7:15 pm Hispanic Bible Study 

 

Wednesday, March 13 

9:00 am Lenten Bible Study 

11:00 am Prayer Service 

5:30 pm Wednesday Night Programs  
8:00 pm Alcoholics Anonymous Support Group 

 

Thursday, March 14 

11:00 am Deborah Circle 

3:00 pm Senior Ministry-Silver Eagles 
 

Friday, March 15 

Newsletter Articles Due 
 

Saturday, March 16 

8:00 am Rummage Sale 

8:00 am Al-Anon Support Group 

 

Sunday, March 17 

8:00 am Worship-Traditional  

9:30 am Worship-Contemporary  

11:00 am Worship-Traditional 
11:00 am Youth Group 

5:30 pm Family Fortress 

 

Monday, March 18 

6:30 pm Stephen Ministry Training 

7:00 pm Men's Quartet 

7:00 pm Small Group Bible Study 

 

Tuesday, March 19 

7:00 pm Praise Team Rehearsal 
7:15 pm Hispanic Bible Study 

 

Wednesday, March 20 

9:00 am Lenten Bible Study 

11:00 am Prayer Service 

5:30 pm Wednesday Night Programs 

8:00 pm Alcoholics Anonymous Support Group 

 

Thursday, March 21 
6:00 pm Finance 

7:00 pm Ad Council 

 

Saturday, March 23 

7:00 pm Miracle League Baseball Game 

8:00 am Al-Anon Support Group 

8:30 am Stephen Ministry Retreat 

 

Sunday, March 24 

Palm Sunday 
8:00 am Worship-Traditional  

8:30 am UMW Bake Sale 

9:30 am Worship-Contemporary  

11:00 am Worship-Traditional 

11:00 am Youth Group 

 

Monday, March 25 

6:30 pm Stephen Ministry Training 

7:00 pm Men's Quartet 
7:00 pm Small Group Bible Study 

 

Tuesday, March 26 

10:00 am UMW Board Meeting 

7:00 pm Praise Team Rehearsal 

7:15 pm Hispanic Bible Study 

 

Wednesday, March 27 

9:00 am Lenten Bible Study 

11:00 am Prayer Service 
5:30 pm Wednesday Night Programs 

8:00 pm Alcoholics Anonymous Support Group 

 

Thursday, March 28 

7:00 pm Tenebrae Service - Harvest of Sorrow 

 

Friday, March 29 

Good Friday 

12:00 pm Prayer Stations 
6:00 pm Movie 

 

Saturday, March 30 

8:00 am Al-Anon Support Group 

1:00 pm Easter Egg Hunt 

 

Sunday, March 31 

Easter 

6:30 am Easter Sunrise Service 
8:00 am Worship-Traditional  

8:30 am Breakfast Buffet-Youth Fundraiser 

9:30 am Worship-Contemporary  

11:00 am Worship-Traditional 

 



Place  
Stamp  

Here 

MARCH 2013 

6611 Proctor Road  |  Sarasota FL 34241 
Phone: 941.925.2661  |  Fax: 9.926.4436 
Website: www.stjohns-sarasota.com  

 LOVE, GROW, SERVE, SHARE

HOLY WEEK ACTIVITIES 

 

Maundy Thursday, March 28 

7:00 p.m. Tenebrae Service - Harvest of Sorrow, Sanctuary 

  Presented by the Chancel Choir and Narrators 

 

Good Friday, March 29 

12:00-6:00 p.m. Prayer Stations, Sanctuary 

6:00 p.m.  Passion of the Christ Movie, Sanctuary 

 

Saturday, March 30 

1:00-3:00 p.m. Children’s Easter Celebration & Egg Hunt, Gym 

 

Easter Sunday, March 31 

6:30 a.m. Sunrise Service 

8:00 a.m. Traditional Worship 

9:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship 

11:00 a.m. Traditional Worship 

 

Immediately Following All Four Services 

Easter Breakfast Buffet with casseroles, donuts, pastries and much 

more. Fundraiser Sponsored By The Youth Group (Donations Accepted). 

 

Nursery Provided at the 9:00 & 11:00 a.m. Services 

(ages 0-3 years). 


