
 

 

Tickets Available For Our Annual UMM 

Breakfast at Der Dutchman  

St. John’s United Methodist Church  
Love, Grow, Serve, Share 

J A N U A R Y  2 0 1 6  

Pastor Tom Fuller  
St. John’s UMC 

6611 Proctor Rd. 
Sarasota, FL 34241 

941-925-2661 

stjohns-
sarasota.com 

Saturday, January 9, 2015,  8:00 a.m., Der 
Dutchman restaurant, Bahia Vista Rd.   

This year we will be featuring as our speaker Mr. 
Robert (Bob) Pruett, Retired football coach from 

Marshall University. Coach Pruett holds an  
impressive 88-17 record, a national championship, 

two perfect seasons, three Heisman Trophy  
candidates, a trio of NFL first-round draft choices, 

five bowl victories, six conference titles and on 
and on. Coach Pruett has coached many high  

profile NFL players, including Randy Moss, Chad 

Pennington and Bryron Leftwich. His remarks 
should be of interest to everyone.  

Vince Masciovecchio will head up a team to  
commence the selling of tickets so look for Vince 
in the lobby on Sundays to get your tickets. The 

tickets this year will be the same price as last year 

$12.00 and we expect a big crowd. Don't forget, 
once again we also will be having a number of 

door prizes, for restaurants, golf, etc. 

We look forward to hearing a great Devotion and 
experiencing some wonderful fellowship with  

everyone. 

Our area is about to explode with revival! 
For the past several months local churches 
and pastor/leaders have been meeting and 

praying about revival in Sarasota. The  

response has been overwhelmingly great.  
Listed below are several opportunities to 

join us in doing the work God  
created us to do. 

 

Monday, January 4, 7:00 p.m.,  
Sarasota First Brethren,  

150 N. Shade Ave.  
This will be a community wide gathering 
for worship...and for discipleship training 
by Kyle Martin. One of the greatest needs 

for our area is for disciple makers. We 
need people who will partner with new  

believers or anyone who would desire to be 
discipled, and commit themselves to  

walking with someone (or several people) 
for a year until they are mature enough in 

the faith to then become a disciple maker  

themselves...  
 

Tuesday, January 5, noon at The  
Harvest Church, 209 N. Lime Ave.  

We will be gathering for lunch, have some 
training and then break up into groups of 

four and go hit the streets...instead of  
having another meeting where we just talk 
about all of this...why not just go out and 
experience it together? I hope you'll make 

every effort to come out to this! Count of 
being there from 12.00 till about 4.30 if 

you can.  
OUR VISION IS TO SEE FLORIDA REVIVED 

BY MAKING DISCIPLES TO IMPACT THE 
STATE AND TRANSFORM THE NATION. 

Make plans to join us January 17-23, 2016 

in Sarasota, Florida. For more information 
please contact Vince Masciovecchio at  

732-567-7211 or vince.mascio@aol.com. 
You may also go to timetorevive.com or  

reviveflorida.org. 

Sunday, February 21, 4:00 p.m., 
Sanctuary 

Join us for a concert featuring the  
Sarasota Ringers a professional  

Handbell ensemble. They will be playing a  
variety of styles of music. If you have ever  

wondered where handbells were headed and 

their significance in our music world you will 
NOT want to miss this special  

performance hosted by St. John's UMC.  
Tickets available for $ 5 from Nicole Smith  

941-928-7531. 

Sarasota Ringers in Concert 

Time To Revive/Revive Florida 

Sunday, January 24, noon, Gym and Sanctuary 
We will meet in the gym for lunch then head into the sanctuary for business. Bring your  
favorite dish to share. Please contact Wendy Stearns at 941-356-5682 for more information. 

Administrative Council Potluck and Meeting 

Sunday Schedule 

 

Traditional Services 
8:00 & 11:00 a.m. 

Contemporary  
Service - 9:30 a.m. 
Children’s Sunday 
School 9:30 a.m.   

Nursery 9:30 & 
11:00 a.m. 

Choir Practice 

Schedule 

 

Thursday’s 
Handbell Choir 
meets at 6:00 p.m. 
Chancel Choir 
meets at 7:00 p.m. 

For more  
information please 
contact Nicole 
Smith at 941-925-
2661 



 

P A G E  2  
  January Preacher Feature 
   “Behold, I am doing a new 
thing. Now it springs forth. Do 
you not perceive it? I will make 

a way in the wilderness, and  
rivers in the desert.”   

                        -Isaiah 43:19 
 

   God is doing a new thing, and 

let me tell you, that’s nothing 
new, because God is always 
about bringing in new realities, 
creating new opportunities and 
possibilities, and restoring old 
things into new things. He is 
even about bringing dead things 

to life. Everything about God is 
brand new, and new things are 
exciting! 
   God’s new things generally 

involve making impossibilities 
possible. In the wilderness  

places, where people get lost 
and can’t find their way, he is 
going to make a way. In the  
desert, known for its dry, inhos-
pitable environment, he is going 
to bring the refreshment of riv-
ers of water. All of it unlikely, 

but God is going to do it. As a 
matter of fact, he is already do-
ing it! 
   Not everyone can comprehend 
the rejuvenating force of God’s 
Spirit at work. That’s why, in this 
passage from Isaiah, he asks the 

question, “Can’t you see it?” The 
answer is, of course, no, not 
everyone can. There are a lot of 
people who, when it comes to 

the things of God, can’t see much. 
   Well, here’s what I have for you 
at the beginning of this new year. 

According to the text above, 
where is it that God is at work, 

making everything new? He’s in 
the wilderness. He’s in the desert. 
And, if we want to know the true 
excitement of following Christ, we 
will be right there with God, bring-
ing new life, creating new things, 
building beauty where there is 

barrenness, excitement where 
there is lethargy, and a powerful 
community of faith where there is 
shallow worldliness. The glory is in 
the building, in the challenge, in 
the change, in seeing God move, 
bringing all his glorious possibili-

ties into impossible situations and 
circumstances. But we have to be 
willing to encounter the desert and 
the wilderness to be in on co-
creating with God. 
   Sadly, a whole lot of people to-
day don’t have much of a stomach 

for the desert or the wilderness. 
They prefer to live out their walk 
with the Lord in a place where 
everything is already finished. I 
don’t even think I’d call it a walk. 
It’s more of a sit. They want eve-

rything to be perfectly in place. 
They want to rest on the backs of 

those who have gone before them, 
those who have blazed God’s trail 
through the wilderness and have 
experienced the sweat and toil of 
bringing water to the desert. They 

have an appreciation for the 
fact that God made all things 
new, not that he makes all 

things new, because they 
don’t want anything to do with 

the making part. They just 
want to make certain that 
everything is already just the 
way they want it, instead of 
experiencing the miracle of 
seeing God use them to trans-
form a desert. 

   Our family never really con-
cerned ourselves with options 
as far as our ministry was 
concerned. We were simple-
minded enough to believe that 
God would send us to the 
place where we were most 

needed, not the place where 
we would be the best served. 
As a result, we and our chil-
dren have spent a good deal 
of time in the desert and in 
the wilderness. And, we have 
experienced first-hand the 

power of God in situations that 
were challenging and some-
times seemingly impossible. If 
I had it to do over again, I 
wouldn’t change a thing. I 
praise God that my children 

learned the joy of the wilder-
ness and the desert, and my 
heart breaks for those who 

know nothing of it. Let those 
who have ears to hear, hear.    
-PT 

If you would like 
to contact : 
 

Pastor Tom  
church: 
941-925-2661, 
cell:  
941-225-5381 or 

via email at: pas-
tortom@hotmail. 

com 

Nicole Smith 
Director of  
Handbell and 
Chancel Choir 

941-925-2661 
Ext. 305 
choir@stjohns-
sarasota.com 

Dave Springer 
Contemporary 
Worship Leader 
941-925-2661 

Trish Commer 
Children’s Director 
941-374-0977 
ki-

dz4christ@stjohns-
sarasota.com 

Heidi Welbourn 
Church Secretary 
941-925-2661  
ex. 301 

secre-
tary@stjohns-
sarasota.com 

Memorial Plaque on Our New Electrical Box in the Tree Lot 

The Men's Group is so appreciative in accepting this Memorial Plaque on our new Electrical 
Box at the Tree Lot. It is in honor of our good friend Mike Rowe. The funds for this box 

came from Cher and the family. We are so grateful to have this remembrance of Mike who 
spent so much of his time making sure the lights were on so we could experience a great 

tree sale which proceeds have helped so many people over the years. 
Pictured also, Rowe Family Ringing the bells for Salvation Army in honor of Mike. 

 

 



Care Team Ministry 
Thursday, January 8, 10:00 a.m., Parlor. Contact Nancy Stevens with any questions at  
941-321-7168. 

 

Prayer Shawl Ministry 
Thursday, January 8, 1:00 p.m., Parlor. Contact Jetty Zarfos with any questions at 941-925-5876. 
 

Caring Card Ministry 
Monday, January 12, 1:00 p.m., Community Room. Contact Linda Radler with any questions at 941-377-9575. 
 

Everyone is welcomed to join us. Come be a part of our  

St. John’s caring team. 

Office Closed 

St. John’s Care Team Meetings for January 

New Member Dinner For All Who  

Joined In 2015 

Monday, January 11, 7:00 p.m., Parlor 
Join us the 2nd Monday of the month for a great time of  
fellowship. For more information contact Lois Wertheim at  
941-378-1519. 

Sunday, January 17, 2016 
We will be holding our annual New Member Dinner for all the 

members who have joined St. John’s in 2015. We are  
so excited to welcome each of our new members in a very  

special way. If you would be interested in serving at this event 
to welcome our new members, please contact Cindy O’Neil at  
941-480-0674. It is truly a blessing to serve at this event so 
don’t miss out. We also have a Membership Team that Cindy 
heads up. Be sure to ask her about that and join the team.  

Looking for a way to spend some of that Christmas money? We 
have 16 oz. Tervis Tumblers for sale. Help support our Chil-
dren’s ministry and get a wonderful tumbler! Tumbler’s are 
$20.00 a piece or 2 for $35.00. See Trish Commer for yours 

today! 

ADULT CHRISTIAN EDUCATIONADULT CHRISTIAN EDUCATION  

SUNDAY SCHEDULE 

FAMILY TIES  
9:30 a.m., Community Room 

Facilitator: David Bates  

LIFE ISSUES  
9:30 a.m., Room #106 
6 week study: “Heaven It’s Not What You Think”  
by Chip Ingram 
Teacher: Darrell Stevens 

DIGGING DEEPER 
10:45 a.m., Room 105 
Teacher: Vince Masciovecchio 
Studying the book of Hebrews 

THE JOURNEY 
11:00 a.m., Room 107 
Facilitator: Randy Powell 

MONDAY SCHEDULE 
Adult Bible Study 
7:00 p.m., Community Room.  

Teacher: Vince Masciovecchio 

WEDNESDAY SCHEDULE 
Ladies Bible Study 
5:30 p.m. for prayer 6:00 p.m. for class, Room 106 
“Glory Days” by Max Lucado 
Teacher: Jennifer Spurr 
Men’s Bible Study 

6:30 p.m., Room 107  
Teacher: Ray Cox 

St. John’s Book Club 

Home State Dinner 

Home State Dinner 
Saturday, January 30, 2016  

 

See you at the Home State  
Dinner, and get to know all the 

people of St. John’s.  
Over 150 people have already        

                             signed up.  

We have a sign-up sheet in the lobby for your  
convenience.  

This is really turning into a wonderful event you 
don’t want to miss out on! 

Children’s Ministry Fund Raiser 

Feed The Homeless Mission 

Saturday, January 23, 9:00 a.m., meet at St. John’s 
Join us for a rewarding morning of feeding and praying the 

needy in our own community. These people are in desperate 
need of your love.  

We are taking donations of food or money for this mission. For 
more information about this awesome ministry please contact  

Vince Masciovecchio at 732-567-7211 or 
vince.mascio@aol.com.  



S T .  J O H N ’ S  U N I T E D  M E T H O D I S T  C H U R C H   

L O V E ,  G R O W ,  S E R V E ,  S H A R E  
 

Children, Family & Youth Schedule 

1/5    Dan & Helen Hayes              
1/10  Leona & Ed Dilliplane           
1/13  Bill & Faira Dahman             
1/15  John & Rose Battles             

          Ron & Linda Radler             
1/19  Dick & Jetty Zarfos             

1/22  Gene & Melody Lamont   
1/27   Jerry & Anita Laesser     

If you do not see your name listed here, 
please contact Heidi Welbourn in the  

office at 941-925-2661 or via email at  
secretary@stjohns-sarasota.com. We 

don’t want to miss celebrating you! 

59 years 

16 years 

63 years 
28 years 
50 years 
52 years 

34 years 
  9 years 

January Anniversaries 
1/1   Harvey Timmins  
              Bob Wheeler    

1/2   Wyatt Rentschler 
         John Schwartz  
1/3   Judy Nekolny   
1/4   Joan Cauley  
1/5   Jim Lanier Jr.  
         Callie Robbins 

1/7   Alice Bagshaw 
    Logan Jones 
1/8   Jane Betts  

         Ashlee-Kate Lenz 
         Carly Redman                        
         Fred Stertzer  
         Austin Unthank                      
         Emma Wallace     
1/9   Will Bess 
         Janet Boland 

         Barbara Shillady 

January Birthdays 

1/10 Blake Kramer 
    Vince Masciovecchio  
1/11  Dorothy Burkhart  
          Jack Hartley 

1/12  John Shetler  
          Luke Smith  
1/13  Megan Mahoney  
1/13  Bill Rentschler  

1/17  Brenda Hamill  
1/23  Shari Ahlbrecht  
          Reva Stafford 

1/24  Ed Albrecht  
1/25  Sara Lewis  
1/26  Mary Collins  
1/28  Connor DeMichele 
          Michael O’Brien  
1/29  Barb Rasmussen 

1/30   Andrea Burr  
           Nancy Richards  
           Sarah Shaffer  

*Skippers, Scooters, Voyagers, Pathfinders & Y56 - you 
are on break until January 6 when Dinner and Pioneer 

Club starts again. 
 

Special Occasions to Celebrate in January  

SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS 
Kidz4Christ Sunday Schools start at 9:30am,  

Rooms open at 9:25am 

SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS NEEDED 
Please let Trish Commer know if you have any interest  

in teaching 1 or 2 Sundays a month at 9:30 a.m.   

Curriculum provided, very easy and little prep time needed.   

Classes available: 
1st - 4th Grades & 5th & 6th Grades 
Also looking for teachers to launch 11:00 a.m. Sunday School  
Classes starting in January teaching:   

The Gospel Project®, a chronological, Christ-centered 
Bible study for Kids, Students, and Adults that exam-
ines how all Scripture gives testimony to Jesus Christ. 

Over the course of three years, participants will jour-
ney from Genesis to Revelation and discover how God's plan of re-
demption unfolds throughout Scripture and still today, compelling 
them to join the mission of God. 

WEDNESDAY NIGHT NEWS   

Wednesdays: 5:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m., dinner  
provided for $2.00, $25 registration per school year. 
Registration is available at the check in table every 

Wednesday in the lobby.     
 

 

The River Youth Group 
River Youth Wednesday: 
5:00pm-8pm  
5pm-6pm Youth Hang Time 

6pm-8pm Games, Worship, Lesson & Small 

Groups 

We are seeking a Spirit-filled, energetic  
individual to fill the position of Director of Youth 
Ministries. The applicant should have a minimum 
of 2 to 3 years of experience in youth ministry, 

a Bachelor’s degree in education, religion or  
related field, or the successful completion of  

YMI training.  
Enthusiasm, communication and organizational 

skills, a love for God and others, and a solid  
understanding of evangelical theology is  

required. Please send resumes to the  

church office.  


