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Pastor Tom Fuller, St. John’s UMC 

6611 Proctor Rd. 

Sarasota, FL 34241 

941-925-2661 

stjohns-sarasota.com 

Sunday Schedule 

Traditional Services, 8:00 

& 11:00 a.m. 

Contemporary  

Service - 9:30 a.m. 

Nursery 9:30 & 11:00 a.m. 

     Children’s Sunday 

School  & Youth 56  

9:30 a.m.    

Youth 11:00 a.m. 

Wednesday Schedule 
Prayer & Communion  

Service, 11:00 p.m.,  

Sanctuary 

Youth: 5:30 p.m. 

Kidz 5:30 p.m. 

Ladies Bible Study 

5:30 p.m., Parlor 

Men’s Bible Study,  

6:30 p.m. 

Room107 

 

Parents Night Out 
Save the Date and go ahead and get those  

RSVP's in!  
Friday, February 12, 6:00 - 9:00 p.m.  

Let us watch your kiddos while you have date 
night for Valentine's Day!  

$10.00 per child - Please RSVP  
Pizza * Games * Rec    

All ages welcome! RSVP to Trish Commer at  
941-374-0977 or kidz4christ@stjohns-

sarasota.com. 

 Operation Valentine 
Saturday, February 13, 9:00 a.m., Room 106 

Is there someone in your life that could use a 
pick me up?  
Is there someone you'd like to let know that they 
are not forgotten? Do you have a friend or family 

member in the military or away at college? Know 
of anyone who has had a tragic event happen to 

them and needs a pick me up! Then plan on  
joining us for this amazing outreach.  
Sign-up sheets can be found in the area outside 
the Hebrews Café.  
We Need: 

 Cookies & Wrapped Candy. 

 Financial help for shipping and supply costs. 

 Individuals to pack the boxes. 

Drivers to deliver the packages (addresses and 
directions will be provided). 
If you have any questions, please contact  
Carolyn Mac Millan at 941-780-3736 or 
cjmdesign@comcast.net. Sponsored by the  

Women's Ministry and Care Team. 

St. John’s United Methodist Church  
 

Love, Grow, Serve, Share 

Sarasota Ringers in Concert at St. John’s 

Get Your Ticket Today:  
Sunday, February 21, 4:00 p.m., Sanctuary 
Join us for a concert featuring the Sarasota  

Ringers a professional Handbell ensemble. They 
will be playing a variety of styles of music. If you 
have ever wondered where handbells were head-
ed and their significance in our music world you 

will NOT want to miss this special performance 
hosted by St. John's UMC. Tickets available for 

$5.00 after each service from Nicole Smith (941-
928-7531) or at the church office. 

New Adult Bible Study Oportunity 
Effective Parenting in a Defective World  

By: Chip Ingram 
Begins Sunday, February 7, 11:00 a.m.,  

Community Rm 
Plan on joining us for this nine-session DVD-

based Bible Study focusing on the challenges of 
raising children in today’s world. Author Chip In-

gram shares his experiences from his children 
and his understanding of God’s principles. This 
study will give life-changing help for parents as 

well as grandparents and guardians.  
No additional books required. 

Leader: Carolyn Mac Millan 

mailto:kidz4christ@stjohns-sarasota.com
mailto:kidz4christ@stjohns-sarasota.com
mailto:cjmdesign@comcast.net
http://www.christianbook.com/Christian/Books/easy_find?Ntk=author&Ntt=Chip%20Ingram
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February Preacher Feature 

 

“And in the morning, a great while before 
day, Jesus rose and went out to a lonely 
place, and there he prayed.”   -Mark 1:35 
 

A lot of us, most of us, perhaps even all of 
us, are busy. The thing about the daily grind 
is that it’s daily. About the time I think things 
are going to slow down a bit, I get busier 
than ever. And that seems to be the story. 
 

Jesus was a very busy person during his 
earthly ministry. People constantly sought 
him out for this and for that. It is clear in 
reading the gospels that every now and then 
he seemed to be exhausted. But, as busy as 
he was, he knew the importance of making 
time to get away, to get apart and alone with 
God, and to pray. Had he not done this, he 
never would have had the time and the ener-
gy and direction to fulfill the demands of his 
mission. It may seem a bit  irrational, but if 
we don’t take time to pray, we will never have 
the time to do the things that need to be 
done, nor will we have the wisdom to do 
them. That’s the way it is with the things of 
God. His ways are not our ways. God’s order 
is to pray, and then to do. 
 

Sometimes, if we get the sequence out of 
order, God may intervene so that we have an 
opportunity to get it right again. Who knows, 
we might end up with a broken leg and a  
couple of broken ribs. Prayer comes easier 
with a little pain and a situation that makes it 
impossible for us to do anything else. 
 

Of course, there is a better way. Be faithful in 
prayer. Jesus said, “Seek first the kingdom 
of God, and these other things will be added 
to you.” (Matthew 6:33) 
 

We simply don’t have time to miss prayer 
time. It is the beginning, so it should be first. 
Blessings!  -PT 

 

February 13, 9:00am, Gym 
All men of St. John's and friends of St. John's along with 

their wives or significant other are invited to attend the 
annual Valentine breakfast. Of course, single guys are 

welcome too. Special Speaker Melissa Wandall,  
President of the National Coalition for Safer Roads, will be 
speaking. A $10.00 donation  will be received from each 
man to offset the cost of the breakfast from Der Dutch-

man. The ladies' breakfast is on the house.  
Reservations can be made in the lobby after each Church 

service. 

UMM Valentine Breakfast 

Special Honoree at January UMM Breakfast 

Feed The Homeless Mission 

Saturday, February 27, 9:00 a.m., meet at St. John’s 
Join us for a rewarding morning of feeding and praying the 

needy in our own community. These people are in  
desperate need of your love.  

We are always taking donations of nonperishable food 
items in individual serving size with pop top lids, water bot-
tles or money for this mission. For more information about 

this awesome ministry please contact  Vince  
Masciovecchio at 732-567-7211 or vince.mascio@aol.com.  

Starting Wednesday, February 10 we will be  

returning to Wednesdays for our weekly practices.  
If you have a desire to sing or be a part of our Handbell 
Choir please contact Nicole Smith, Director of Choirs, for 

more information at 941-925-2661 or via email at 
choir@stjohns-sarasota.com. We are always looking for 

new people to keep our music alive and beautiful. 

This photo was taken at our January UMM breakfast where the 
UMM presented a framed certificate to  
Robert Sparks for his outstanding  
leadership with the youth and all of  
the help he had provided to the  
Christmas tree lot. We had 65 men at 
the breakfast to hear coach Bobby 
Pruett and they gave Robert Sparks a 
wonderful ovation for his hard work. 
What a blessing. Thanks again Robert, keep up the good work. 

Choir Information 

 



 

 

St. John’s Book Club 

Monday, February 8, 7:00 p.m., 
Parlor 

The book we will be discussing 
this month will be "The Sun-

flower" by Richard Paul Evans. 
Please join us even if you have 

not read the book. Please  
contact Lois Wertheim at 

lizsrq@aol.com or 941-378-
1519 for more information.   

Care Team Ministry  

Meetings for February 

Care Team Meeting  
Thursday, February 4,  

10:00 a.m., Parlor 
We welcome everyone to come 

be a part of the caring team 
here at St. John's. We meet the 
first Thursday of every month. 
For more information please 

call Nancy Stevens at  
941-321-7168.  

Caring Card Meeting 

Monday, February 8, 1:00 
p.m., Community Room 

All are invited to join us for a 

fun time of fellowship as we 
create beautiful "caring" cards 

to send to our friends and 
church family members. Come 
check us out. For more infor-
mation please contact Linda 

Prayer Shawl Meeting  

Thursday, February 4, 1:00 
p.m., Parlor 

Join us the second Thursday of 

each month as we gather for 
fellowship and create beautiful 
prayer shawls to give to those 
who need a loving touch. Even 

if you do not know how to  
crochet or knit come, we have 
GREAT teachers to show you 

the how. For more information 
please contact Jetty Zarfos at 

941-925-5876.  

Tuesday, February 2, 9:30am, Community Room 

Ladies of St. John's come join us for our monthly United  
Methodist Women's meeting. It is a great way to find out how 
you can get involved in the church and the community. We will 

have refreshments and snacks so don't miss out on this great 
time of fellowship. For more information please contact Nancy 

Stevens at 941-321-7168. 

We are searching for the right person to fill the position of 
Nursery/Preschool Coordinator. This person should be  

enthusiastic,  detail-oriented, and great with children from  
infants to five year olds. If you love to work with children and 

babies along with their parents and adult volunteers, are highly 
organized, spirit-filled and can comfortably fit 12 to 15 hours in 
your weekly schedule, please call the church office to pick up an 

application.  We’d love to talk to you about this  
opportunity.         –Staff Pastor Relations Committee 

Thursday, February 11, 3:00 p.m., Community Room 
Looking for a way to meet new friends? Join our wonderful 

group of friends who get together once a month for  
games and dinner out. 

Contact: Tom  McFate  941-586-3633, Kathy Gibbons  

941-371-3760, or Amy Staugaard at 941-527-8783 for more  
information 

We are seeking a Spirit-filled, energetic individual to fill the  
position of Director of Youth Ministries. The applicant should 

have a minimum of 2 to 3 years of experience in youth  
ministry, a Bachelor’s degree in education, religion or related 

field, or the successful completion of YMI training. Enthusiasm, 
communication and organizational skills, a love for God and  

others, and a solid understanding of evangelical theology is  
required. Please send resumes to the church office.  

United Methodist Women’s Unit Meeting 

Job Opportunities at St. John’s 

Movie Groups 

Friends In The Spirit 

We have an amazing Movie Group Ministry here at St. John’s. We 
meet different times of the month to watch an interesting movie 

together. After the movie we have time for fellowship and we 
get into some great discussions about the movie we just 

watched. We have been having a great time and would love for 
you to join us. For more information please contact Cindy O’Neil 

at 941-480-0674.. 



Coming in March.. 

The Easter Experience 

February Birthdays 

2/2   Marvin & Rosie Keller       65 years 
2/5   Roger & Elaine Hettema   11 years 
2/9   Ed & Peggy Brown            70 years 

February Anniversaries 
2/1  Carrie Beetham     
2/2  Christine Bridges  
   Barb Heagle 
       Connor Shillady  

    Tony Zerilli 
2/3  Paisley Binswanger  
       Shirley Schwartz  
2/4  Ritchie Bufkin 
         Nita Eshelman 
2/5  Jenean Cooley 
        Lois Stires  

2/7  Elaine Hettema 
         Velma Jackson  

2/13   Mitchell Stevenson 
2/15   Beverly Cunning-

ham 
            Lily Johnson 

            Ron Radler 
2/18   Cathie Livesey  
            Katherine Wheeler  
2/19   Jon Stevenson  
2/21   Norma Stertzer 
2/22   Jerry Cauley  
2/24   Harold Bell 

           August Chessman 
           Amy Staugaard 

If you do not see your name listed here, 
please contact Heidi Welbourn in the 

office at 941-925-2661 or via email at 
secretary@stjohns-sarasota.com. We 

don’t want to miss celebrating you! 

Special Occasions to Celebrate in February 

The Ryan Troyer SCHOLARSHIP, founded by Nancy 
Lanier and supported by St. John’s Women’s Ministry, 

St. John’s United Methodist Women, St. John’s Men’s 
Ministry and the Congregation of St. John’s United 

Methodist Church have applications available at Sign 
Up Central. All the details for applying for the schol-
arship are in the application. The deadline for return-
ing the application is Sunday 4-3-16. We are thankful 

to all who have to all who have contributed to this 
scholarship so far and in the future. For questions, 

please contact Marilyn Troyer at  

troyerbobcat@juno.com or 941-341-0839. 

Ryan Troyer Scholarship Fund Children’s Ministry 

Nursery, Children and Youth Weekly Schedule 

Pioneer Clubs 

Sunday Mornings:  

9:30 a.m.   

Nursery (birth - up to 4 years)                      

Pre-K & Kindergarten: Room 103 

1st - 4th Grades: Room 101/102 

Youth 56: Room 301 (5th & 6th Grades) 
 

11:00 a.m.    

Nursery/Childcare 

1st - 6th Grades:  Room 101/102(Starting Feb. 7th  

Youth: Youth Room 
 

Wednesday Nights: Children and Youth 

5:30 p.m.-7:30 p.m. Sept- April  

Choir and Worship, Dinner, Bible Clubs and  

Recreation all rolled in to one fun night!   

The Gospel Project® is a chronological,  

Christ-centered Bible study for Kids, Students, 
and Adults that examines how all Scripture gives 

testimony to Jesus Christ. Over the course of 

three years, participants will journey from  
Genesis to Revelation and discover how God's 

plan of redemption unfolds throughout Scripture 
and still today, compelling them to join the  

mission of God. 
Please let Trish Commer know if you have any 
interest in teaching 1 or 2 Sundays a month at 

9:30 a.m. Curriculum provided, very easy and lit-
tle prep time needed. Classes available: Pre-K & 

K, 1st - 4th Grades 

Would you like to SERVE without teaching?   
Pray about helping in the nursery on Sundays 

either during the 9:30 or 11:00 service. Sign up 
at Nursery counter. 

Wednesdays, 5:30 - 7:30pm 

  Dinner, Worship & Choir, Bible time and  
recreation for children 6th grade and under! 
$25.00 for the school year, $2.00 a week for 

dinner each week. Pick up a registration card 
on the Kidz4Christ bulletin board or at the  

Information Station. You may also contact Trish 
Commer, our Children’s Director, at 941-374-
0977 or kidz4christ@stjohns-sarasota.com. 

mailto:troyerbobcat@juno.com

