
 

   
 
 

 

         Our True All in All 
Greetings! A moment ago, as I walked to 
my truck, the incomparable scent of the 
Christmas trees greeted me gently. It 

never gets old. I enjoyed it every bit as 
much as I did during childhood. This has always been 
my favorite time of the year. As a child, of course,  
receiving gifts had a lot to do with it.  
  I looked forward to Christmas day and the abundance  
of presents that seemed to magically appear under the 
tree.  Then, in our Hispanic tradition, we celebrated the 

Three Kings day. Every January 6 we celebrated the visit 
of the magi to the newborn King. As kids, we were 
showered with gifts again, and began the countdown to 
Christmas to…receive more gifts. Do you see a pattern? 

The reason for the season was not the Reason as I know 
it today.  

  Long before the birth of Jesus, the prophet Isaiah told  
of the coming birth. He was inspired by God to share,  
“For a child has been born to us, a son given to us;  
authority rests upon his shoulders; and he is named 
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting  
Father, Prince of Peace.” (Isaiah 9:6) The truth  
contained in this passage is simply amazing. The  

language is inspiring and comforting; the message life-
changing. In Christ we have the best gift we could ever 
receive or hope for. He squeezed into human form—as 
Eugene Peterson has said—to dwell among us and to 
model for us the life of the Kingdom of God. He came to 
lead us in the reprioritization of our lives. He came to 
give our lives meaning and true purpose. He came to 

bring hope, peace, joy and love to us. These are the  
reasons that make Him the Reason for this great season! 
It is no wonder the author was inspired to write, “In 
Christ Alone.”  
  I want to personally invite you to attend one of our 
many Advent Season services. On December 22 at  

7:00 p.m. we will host a Blue Christmas service. This  
will be a more contemplative way of celebrating the  
birth of Christ. Is there any reason life may feel “blue” 
these days? Please join us then and be encouraged and 
uplifted. Then on Christmas Eve we will host a 5:30 p.m. 
contemporary worship experience and an 8:00 p.m.  
traditional worship experience. In both services we will 

have a candlelight celebration. Finally, on Christmas 
morning, we will have a Lessons and Carols worship  
experience at 10:00 a.m. Come and take advantage of 

this unique experience of celebrating Christmas on a 
Sunday morning!  
  May the Prince of Peace fill your heart and your home 
with peace this Season. May the Holy Spirit empower 

you and cause you to have a greater expectation of Him 
in the New Year. You matter to God more than you can 
imagine. Let’s take time together to worship Him for who 
He is, and to celebrate Him for the things He has done! I 
am thankful for the opportunity to serve as your  
appointed pastor. I am. Merry Christmas and a blessed 

New Year!                                     Pastor Jaime  
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Pastoral Care Team  
For emergency and pastoral care needs, please call  

941-210-9229. This is a confidential contact.    
 

Wednesday Morning Prayer & Communion Service 
Wednesdays, 11:00 a.m., Parlor 

Come join us as we pray for each other and for others 
in need. We are daily seeing evidence of the powerful 

prayers being answered. Don't miss out! 
 

UMW Unit Meeting & Potluck 
Tuesday, December 6, 11:00 a.m., meet in the 

castle at St. John’s 
Ladies all are invited to join us for our monthly  

meeting. We will be having a potluck so be sure to 
bring your favorite dish. Contact Nancy Stevens if you 

have any questions at 941-321-7168. 
 

Bible Study - The Christmas Experience  
Tuesdays, December 6, 13 & 20  

  from 7:00-8:30 p.m., Room 107  
Join us for an in-depth study of the Christmas story in 

preparation for the Christmas season.  It will cover how 

God chose each individual for a specific purpose and 
how their actions changed everything. We will be doing 

two videos each night with discussion afterwards.  
Facilitator: Carolyn Mac Millan  

 

Save the Date: Mission Sunday 
Sunday December 11, after the 11:00 a.m. service  

We will go and deliver Christmas meals to families in 
need. You may adopt a family for $25.00. 

 

Elf Express 
UMW collecting toys and gifts for needy kids from tots 

to teenagers again this year. Due by 12/16. 

St. John’s Season’s Festivities 
Christmas Tree & Wreath Missions Projects 

November 25 through December 11 or until we sell out. 
Children’s Musical  

Sunday, December 18, 4:00 p.m. with a visit from  
Santa. 

Blue Christmas Service* 
Thursday, December 22, 7:00 p.m. Come celebrate the 
birth of our Savior during this contemplative service.  

Communion will be served. 
Christmas Eve Candlelight Services* 

Saturday, December 24 
     Contemporary Family Service, 5:30 p.m. 

     Traditional Family Service, 8:00 p.m. 

Christmas Day Service* 
Sunday, December 25, 10:00 a.m. (only one service) 

This will be a Lessons and Carols Service with  
communion served.  

New Year’s Day Service* 
Sunday, January 1, 10:00 a.m. (only one service) 

A light breakfast will be served. 
*Nursery (0-4 years old only) will be available 

for these events 



 
 

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year to all of our St. John’s congregation.  
We pray that God touches your heart in a special way this season.  

God Bless each of you, St. John’s staff. 
 

reviveFlorida Next Revial Outreach 

Saturday, December 10, 5:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m., Harvest Tabernacle, 209 Lime Ave., Sarasota 
Revival is in full swing here in Sarasota and we invite you to join in saving souls for the Lord. Lunch will be served. 

For more information contact Vince Masciovecchio at 941-922-7142. 
 

Blood Drive 
Sunday, December 11, 8:00 a.m. to noon 

The Suncoast bloodmobile will be here for your convenience to do a collection. Give a pint, save a life.  

 

The Ride: A Christmas Eve Parable  
Sunday, December 11 at 11:00 a.m., Room 107 

Join us for this video of true hope. It takes place on Christmas Eve in the suburbs of Chicago. A lonely taxi driver  

reluctantly takes one more person and soon realizes his passenger is very troubled. In an attempt to help, he  
prolongs the ride and as the night progresses, we see how God's grace falls upon both their hearts. It's a great video 
to wrap up the Alpha Study putting what we've discussed into practice. Facilitators Carolyn Mac Millan & Kathy Powell 

 

Special Musical Event: We Three Spies - Christmas Musical  
Sunday, December 18, 4:00 p.m., Sanctuary  

Be sure to mark your calendars and make plans for you and your family to come enjoy a Christmas musical  

performed by our children here at St. John's. If you have any questions please contact our Director of  Children's  
Ministries, Trish Commer, 941-374-0977.  

 

Feed the Homeless  
Saturday, December 31, 9:00 a.m., meet at St. John's  

We have a large amount of homeless people in Sarasota who are in need of Jesus. Join us as we share food and  
prayers for our needy brothers and sisters. YOU will be blessed.  

 

Ushers Needed 
Ushering is one of the most important jobs of a church. If you can help in this very important  ministry please contact 

Vesta Snell at 941-650-8961. 
 

Caring People To Make Visits 
We are looking for people to help us with our wonderful Altar Flower Ministry. Every Monday,  

if the altar flowers are left here at the church, we make the altar flower arrangements into smaller  
arrangements and make visits to people who could use an extra loving touch that week.  

Please contact Heidi Welbourn in the church office, 941-925-2661, if you can help in this ministry. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Superstart! Winter Retreat for Preteens 
January 27-28, $60 Theme: The Recipe for Generosity 

Join a couple hundred preteens from around the state to worship, 
learn and get excited about God! Our group will stay at St. Luke's 

UMC in Orlando and return home Saturday evening. 

             Register by 1/11/17 on the preteen web page. 

Children, Rise 56 and Student Ministries Information 
 

Kidz Pioneer Clubs Wednesday Nights Schedule 
Please plan on attending these final 3 rehearsals!! 

 We Three Spies Rehearsal Dates 
December 7:    6:00 - 7:00 p.m. (no dinner) 

December 14:  5:45 - 7:45 p.m. Dinner & Final Rehearsal!! 
Contact Trish Commer at 941-374-0977.  

 
Wednesday Night Student & Rise 56 Ministries Holiday 

Schedule 

Elevate Student Ministry 
Wednesday, Dec. 7, 5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.  

Ringing Bell for Salvation Army at Centergate Publix 
Christmas Campfire: Friday, December 16, 6-10pm  

Campfire, dinner & laser tag. RSVP on the church website 
$5/person 

Rise 56 Ministry 
Wednesday, Dec. 7, 5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.  

Ringing Bell for Salvation Army at Centergate Publix 
Christmas Party & Ice Skating: 12/21 $10/person 

RSVP on the website preteen page. 

Weekly Children & Student  
Ministries Schedules 

 

Sunday Mornings:  

9:30 a.m.   
               Nursery (birth - up years) 
             Pre-K & Kindergarten: Room 103 

1st - 4th Grades: Room 101/102 

RISE: Room 301 (5th & 6th Grades) 
 

11:00 a.m.    
Nursery/ Childcare 

1st - 4th Grades:  Room 101/102       
RISE: Room 301 (5th & 6th Grades) 

Elevate Ministry Room 301 (7th-12th) 

If you would like to contact a member of 
our Children or Student Ministries staff: 

 

Director of Student Ministries:  
Krista Mulhollen, 941-993-3376, 

youth@stjohns-sarasota.com 

 

Director of Children’s Ministries :  
Trish Commer,  941-374-0977,  

kidz4christ@stjohns-sarasota.com 

 

Nursery and Preschool Director:  
Lisa Beetham, 941-356-5220 

mailto:kidz4christ@stjohns-sarasota.com

